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Birkholz honored with Silver Plow Award from  
Michigan Farm Bureau 

 
LANSING – Sen. Patty Birkholz was honored this month with the Michigan Farm Bureau’s 
Silver Plow Award for her leadership in authoring water use legislation that supports and 
recognizes the importance of agriculture needs. 
 
The Silver Plow Award is the highest honor the Michigan Farm Bureau bestows upon legislators 
to recognize them for leadership roles in enacting legislation of significant benefit to agriculture 
or defeating legislation of significant adverse impact on agriculture.  Birkholz received the award 
Sept. 12 at the Eaton County Farm Bureau annual meeting.  
 
“I want to thank Farm Bureau for this recognition and also thank them for their diligent work and 
guidance throughout the entire process of creating the water use legislation,” said Birkholz, R-
Saugatuck Township. “We worked long and hard on this and it really was a combined effort of 
many different groups. I am pleased we were able to pass legislation into law that is good for the 
entire state.  These new laws keep our economic engines moving forward while protecting our 
water resources.” 
 
Birkholz was recognized for being the primary sponsor of a water use package signed into law in 
February. The bills focus on incentives for water conservation practices to limit the impact on the 
environment. After many years of conducting statewide hearings and meeting with industry and 
community leaders, legislation was created that meets the concerns of the environmental 
community while providing agricultural and other businesses with clear direction how to use the 
state’s water.  
 
“Agriculture was a big winner in Senator Birkholz's legislation,” said MFB President Wayne H. 
Wood.  “A key component of her bill is to demonstrate a conservation approach to water use. 
Farmers have done this for years through on-farm conservation practices, working with MSU 
Extension resources on irrigation scheduling, working with soil conservation districts, and 
complying with Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices under Michigan's 
Right to Farm Act.” 
 
This is the second time Birkholz has been recognized with the Silver Plow award. She also was 
honored in 2004 for her leadership on legislation that required the state to collect water use data 
to create a statewide groundwater inventory and map to better understand Michigan's water 
resources. Data from the groundwater inventory and map was used in developing the package of 
water use bills enacted this year.      
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